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NATION
SC refuses to defer NEET-UG
exam scheduled on Sept 12

Kolkata, Tuesday
7 September, 2021

AT A GLANCE
Second wave still
on in Goa; third
wave expected
after Ganesh
Chaturthi: Official
PANAJI : The second
Covid wave in Goa has
not ended yet, said
Shekhar Salkar, a member of the state government's expert committee
for Covid management,
on Monday. Salkar told
reporters here that Goa
is well prepared to handle the third wave of the
pandemic, which he said
may hit the state after
the Ganesh Chaturthi
festivities later this
month. "The second
wave has not ended yet.
There will be a dip,
which will be followed by
a spike. We expect it
(third wave) to happen
after (Ganesh) Chaturthi.
We are well prepared.
Our workers are in every
village," Salkar said. "It
(third wave) has to take
place. Scientifically
speaking, it will come. I
hope that the chances of
infectivity and death
rates will be much less,
because we are fully vaccinated. If it (third wave)
is delayed by a month,
we will have 60-70 per
cent double dose vaccination," Salkar said. The
official also said that currently the state is witnessing 2.6 per cent positivity rate for RT-PCR
tests and 1.4 per cent
positivity rate when it
comes to Rapid Antigen
test results.There are
currently 900 active
Covid cases in the state,
while 3,208 persons
have died to Covid-related complications ever
since the pandemic
emerged last year.

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court Monday refused to
defer the National Eligibilitycum-Entrance Test (NEET)UG examination, scheduled
for September 12, saying it
does not want to interfere
with the process and it will be
"very unfair" to reschedule it.
A bench headed by Justice
A M Khanwilkar said if students want to appear in multiple exams, then they need to
prioritise and make a choice
as there may never be a situation where everyone is satisfied with the date of exams.
The apex court said however that the petitioners will
be at liberty to make a representation before the competent authorities on the issue
and the same may be decided
at the earliest in accordance
with the law.
"The arguments which
you (counsel for petitioners)
are canvassing may not be
relevant for 99 per cent candidates. For one per cent candidates, the entire system
cannot be put on hold," the
bench, also comprising justices Hrishikesh Roy and C T
Ravikumar, told advocate
Shoeb Alam who was appearing for the petitioners.
When Alam said that

around 25,000 students will
be appearing in either
improvement or compartment examinations for class

12, the bench observed that
only around one per cent
candidates go for that.
Alam argued that medical

Use local traditions to help
vaccination drive: Modi

HCs were bastions of ensuring justice
amid Covid,
SC tells
Manipur
NEW DELHI : The
Supreme Court on
Monday junked a plea by
Manipur government
against the high court
directing it to frame
exhaustive rules to regulate state's functioning in
combating the spread of
Covid. A bench of
Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud, Vikram
Nath, and Hima Kohli
orally observed that the
high courts were bastions of ensuring that
justice was done amid
the Covid-19 pandemic.

entrance exam NEET-UG
2021 be deferred as many
other examinations are
scheduled around September

NEW DELHI : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said the local traditions
should be used to help the
vaccination drive. He was
interacting with the healthcare workers and beneficiaries of the Covid vaccination
programme in Himachal
Pradesh via video conferencing.
Addressing the gathering,
Modi said that Himachal
Pradesh has emerged as a
champion in the fight against
the largest epidemic in 100
years.
"Himachal has become
the first state in India to have
administered at least one
dose of corona vaccine to
each one of its entire eligible
population which underlines
the
importance
of

'Aatmvishwas'
and
'Aatmnirbharta'," said Modi.
While talking to Dr Rahul
of Civil Hospital at Shimla,
the prime Minister lauded the
team effort for minimising
the vaccine wastage. Talking
to a vaccination beneficiary,
Modi inquired about the facilities of vaccination and how
they dealt with the rumours
regarding vaccination.
The Prime Minister spoke
to ASHA worker Nirma Devi
from Kullu, and enquired
about her experience with
the vaccination drive.
The
Prime
Minister
emphasised to use the local
traditions in helping the vaccination drive in his virtual
address. He praised the
model of dialogue and collaboration developed by the

Nipah arrives in Kerala as it
battles Covid surge

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM : Already reeling under a massive
Covid surge, the arrival of Nipah, after a 12-year-old boy succumbed to the virus attack, Kerala's famed health status -- of
being the best in the country -- appears to have gone for a toss.
With the news surfacing that Nipah has returned after 2018 when
17 people lost their lives, new State Health Minister Veena George
made a dash to Kozhikode to coordinate the work to contain any
further spread of Nipah. On Monday, George told the media that
the current strategy was to identify the source of the outbreak and
do the contact tracing of the deceased. "Seven samples of the primary contact have been sent to the laboratory at Pune and the
results are awaited. At present, 188 people have been identified
and contact tracing is going on in a very aggressive manner. A goat
which died some time back at the house of the present victim has
been cleared of having nothing to do with Nipah virus," said
George. A central team is in Kozhikode and is covering the areas
which have now been kept under lockdown, especially the neighbourhood of the dead boy. Another team from the National
Institute of Virology (NIV) Pune laboratory is expected to arrive later
in the day (Monday) and by then the first sample testing of the nearly
188 primary contacts would be done at Kozhikode. On Monday morning, a team of veterinary experts also arrived in the area where the
deceased lived and is trying to ascertain the source of the present outbreak. In 2018, various tests revealed that 25 per cent of the bats is
the primary source of the infection at Perambara in Kozhikode district,
which had the Nipah virus. Experts from the Centre have pointed out
that similar tests carried out in 2018 using drones and GPS will be
undertaken this time too. Meanwhile, the mother of the 12-year-old
boy denied media reports that she for the past two days was suffering
from fever as she said she is fine and has no symptoms.

team and asked about how
the team travelled long distances to administer vaccines. The PM said that the
world's biggest vaccination
programme is continuing due
to the efforts of people like
Karmo Devi.
Karmo Devi of Una has
the distinction of vaccinating
22,500 people. He praised
her spirit as she kept on
working despite a fracture in
her leg. Lauding the efforts of
doctors, ASHA workers,
Aanganwadi workers, medical personnel, teachers, and
other staff in the vaccination
drive against Covid, PM Modi
said that the success of vaccination in India is the result of
the spirit and hard work of its
citizens. India is vaccinating
at the record speed of 1.25

crore vaccines per day. This
means that the number of
vaccinations in India in one
day is more than the population of many countries.
Recalling the mantra
'Sabka Prayas' which Modi
mentioned
during
his
Independence Day speech, he
said that this success is a
manifestation of that. He
praised the dialogue and collaboration
model
and
expressed happiness that
even in a remote district like
Lahaul-Spiti, Himachal has
been a leader in giving 100
per cent first dose.
"This is the area which
used to be cut off from the
rest of the country for months
before the Atal Tunnel was
built," said PM Modi, while
admiring the state's efforts to
not allow any rumour or disinformation to hamper the
vaccination efforts.
"Himachal is a proof of
how the country's rural society is empowering the
world's largest and fastest
vaccination campaign," said
PM Modi.
Referring to recently notified Drones rules, PM Modi
said that these rules will help
in the spheres of many sectors like health and agriculture and will open doors for
new possibilities.
He inspired the farmers
and gardeners of the state to
make farming in Himachal
complete organic within the
next 25 years.

72% say Covid
vaccine safe &
effective against
coronavirus: Poll
NEW DELHI : A total of 72
per cent respondents of a
survey think that Indian
Covid vaccines are safe &
effective against the coronavirus. However, 60 per
cent of the respondents
believe that Indian vaccines
are at par with foreign
Covid-19 vaccines.
The survey 'Public Ki
Awaaz Poll' was conducted
by location-based social
networking app "Public" to
examine the extent of vaccine hesitancy. The poll
garnered a total of 9,14,164
responses to find out the
vaccine
hesitancy.
According to the survey, 8.8
per cent of the respondents
expressed hesitation in getting vaccinated against the
virus. According to the
aggregate estimates, a
large chunk of respondents
considers it safe to take the
vaccine. Around 72 per
cent strongly agree that the
vaccines are safe & effective and over a majority of
60 per cent respondents
believe that Indian .

12. "If you are to appear in
multiple examinations, then
you need to make choice,"
the bench said, adding, "You

have to prioritise. You must
also be conscious that any
deferment is likely to clash
with some other examination."
The bench said the
respective boards will do
their job and the court will
not interfere with examinations in such a situation.
It said deferment of exams
might affect the next course
and whole thing will be prolonged.
"It will be very unfair to
reschedule the examination.
NEET is a very large examination. It is not state-wise, it
is a nation-wide exam," the
bench said.
Alam told the court that
around 16 lakh candidates
are likely to appear in the
NEET exam.
"We should now really
redefine our scope of judicial
review. Where do we go and
to what extent," the bench
observed, adding it do not
want scores of students to
suffer in any manner due to
deferment of examination for
which they have burnt midnight oil and prepared.
"The relief claimed in this
petition is to quash a public
notice of July 13 issued by the
competent authority schedul-

ing NEET UG 2021 examination on September 12. For the
reasons canvassed by counsel
for the petitioners, we are not
impressed nor willing to
show any indulgence to the
petitioners or to allow them
to invoke the remedy under
Article
32
of
the
Constitution," the bench said.
The apex court was hearing a petition seeking deferment of the examination on
the ground that several other
exams are scheduled during
the period.
Last year, the NEET was
conducted on September 13
amid strict precautions in
view of the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of 13.66 lakh
candidates had appeared in
the exam of whom 7,71,500
qualified.
In a first, the NEET-UG
exam 2021 will be conducted
in 13 languages with Punjabi
and Malayam being the new
additions, Union Education
Minister
Dharmendra
Pradhan had announced in
July. He had also said that a
new exam centre for the
NEET has been opened in
Kuwait to facilitate the Indian
student community in the
Middle East.

Cannot be regional superpower
while depending on defence
imports: Prez Kovind
PANAJI : President of India
Ram Nath Kovind said on
Monday that no country can
aspire to become an economic or regional powerhouse
while being dependent on
defence imports.
Speaking at a function
organised here on the occasion of presentation of the
President Colour to Indian
Naval Aviation, Kovind also
said that the prompt and
effective deployment of the
Indian Navy in the time of crisis, has underscored India's
vision of being the 'Preferred
Security Partner' and 'First
Responder' in our region.
"As we move towards
becoming a five trillion dollar
economy, we must remember
that no country can aspire to
become an economic or
regional powerhouse, while
being dependent on imports
to defend itself," Kovind said.

"The Indian Navy has
been at the forefront of indigenisation and this is well
reflected in the Navy's current and future acquisition

plans, which are powered by
indigenisation. In pursuance
of the Government of India's
vision of 'Atma Nirbhar
Bharat', Indian.

