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NIA files
chargesheet
against ISIS
operative
NEW DELHI : The NIA
on Tuesday filed a supplementary chargesheet
before a special court
here against an alleged
ISIS operative for his
involvement in arranging
funds from Saudi Arabia
for furtherance of terrorist activities of the
Harkat-Ul-Harb-E-Islam
in India, an official said.
The chargesheet was
filed before the NIA
Special Court, Patiala
House, against
Mohammad Shahzad
Kamal under sections of
the Indian Penal Code
and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act. The case was registered by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) in December 2018
against Mohammad
Mufti Suhail and others
members of the HarkatUl-Harb-E-Islam, an
organisation affiliated to
the proscribed organisation ISIS, the official said.
Earlier, a chargesheet
was filed against 10 people arrested in the case
in June 2019. Kamal was
involved in the conspiracy since its initial stage
along with other coaccused, the official said.
He was instrumental in
arranging and providing
funds from Saudi Arabia
for furtherance of terrorist activities of the
Harkat-Ul-Harb-E-Islam,
the official said, adding
that further investigation
in the case continues.

HC issues guidelines to
National Medical Council
CHENNAI : The Madras High
Court on Tuesday issued a set
of 12 guidelines to be included in the new regulations that
are to be framed under the
National Medical Council
(NMC) Act, 2019 for effective
handling of complaints
against medical practitioners.
Justice R Mahadevan
issued the guidelines while
quashing an order dated May
4 this year of the Tamil Nadu
Medical Council removing the
name of Dr P Basumani,
Gastroenterologist, from its
medical register for six
months.
The order alleged the doctor had fallen short of the
integrity and conduct expected out of a medical practitioner, besides violating the
trust the public placed in the
medical profession.
The judge stated that the
code/ regulations should
enunciate in general the
duties bestowed by law on a
registered medical practitioner. These duties and
responsibilities are standards
to be met by all medical practitioners in general. After
enumerating the general
duties and responsibilities
expected from the doctor,
certain specific duties and
responsibilities, the violation
of which would entail disciplinary action, would be construed as 'professional misconduct' to be enumerated in
a list of instances that are
illustrative.
Further guidance is to be
issued in the Regulations
itself as to which other further instances of misconduct
may be treated by the disciplinary board or the superior
Courts as qualifying under
the term 'professional misconduct' that would entail
disciplinary action against
medical practitioners.
Thereafter, a complete
stage-wise guidelines/ mechanism is to be envisaged
under the Code/ Regulations
from the time of filing of the

complaint by an aggrieved
person to the registration of
such a complaint with the
concerned medical council
and the procedure to be followed thereafter. Once a
complaint is received from an
aggrieved person, the State
Medical Council/Ethics and
Medical Registration Board,
as the case may be, may issue
a show cause notice to the
delinquent medical practitioner, annexing a copy of the
complaint received and calling upon an explanation in
detail from the medical practitioner, within a time frame
to be fixed by the Council.
The medical practitioner

NSCN committed to tangible
solution, Naga leaders clarify
NEW DELHI : Days after the
Isak-Muivah faction of the
National Social Council of
Nagalim (NSCN-IM) issued
two statements stating that
they were adamant on their
demand
for
separate
Constitution and flag, the
rebel outfit has issued a clarification now, saying that
their earlier statements were
misquoted by the media.

Issuing a clarification, the
rebel leaders said that they
along with the Central government have been serious
and committed to resolve the
issue through the Indo-Naga
political talks and they are
also willing to arrive at a tangible solution based on the
principle of Framework
Agreement signed in 2015.
The recent statements issued
by the rebel outfit were misquoted by the media and also
created confusion among
people, they added in a fresh
statement. "Despite differences on certain issues, it is
to put on record that the Gol
and the NSCN are serious
and committed to concretize
the Indo-Naga political talks
and arrive at a tangible solution based on the principle of
Framework Agreement", the
Naga rebel leaders said. The
principal Naga group issued

two separate statements on
October 15 and 23 reiterating
that they would not be carried away by the "post solution narrative" of the government, which they described it
as a well laid trap by the central government and cannot
compromise on the demand
of separate Constitution and
flag. It was learnt that the
government's interlocutor
A.K. Mishra had strongly
objected to NSCN's statements and had communicated his resentment to the
rebel leaders in the last meeting held recently. The
sources, aware of these
developments said that the
two statements issued by the
rebel group were not appreciated by the government's
interlocutor and officials
involved in negotiation and
they resented that when the
talks have been .

may submit his explanation
within the time frame granted and the State Medical
Council/Ethics and Medical
Registration Board may, after
considering the explanation
given by the medical practitioner, constitute an enquiry
committee consisting of
experts in the field with specific reference to the field of
medicine with which the
medical practitioner is associated. After constitution of
committee, notice is to be
issued to the medical practitioner as well as the complainant and both parties
shall be heard in person and
relevant oral as well as docu-

mentary evidence shall be
recorded by giving enough
opportunity to both parties in
the presence of each other.
The principles of natural
justice, as required in quasijudicial proceedings, will
have to necessarily be followed as the proceedings
may end in punishments
which would entail civil consequences to either party.
After completing enquiry,
the Enquiry Committee has to
submit its detailed report
encompassing all the evidence recorded before it by
both parties and come to an
informed decision on its recommendation to the disciplinary board of the State
Medical Council / Ethics and
Medical Registration Board.
The Enquiry committee
will have to indicate its finding on the veracity or otherwise of the complaint as well
as its finding on whether the
medical practitioner is guilty
of 'professional misconduct'
under the Regulations/Code.
In order to make the disciplinary proceedings free from
any loopholes and to avoid
multiplicity of proceedings,
the report of the enquiry
committee is to be made final
and binding on the disciplinary board of the State
Medical Council/Ethics and
Medical Registration Board.
On receipt of the report of
the enquiry committee, the
Disciplinary Board of the
State Medical Council/Ethics
and Medical Registration
Board, as the case may be, if
the medical practitioner is
found guilty, may decide on a
proposed punishment and
issue a show cause notice to
the medical practitioner on
the only ground of the proposed punishment, call for
his remarks thereon and
thereafter pass orders imposing punishment on the medical practitioner. The disciplinary board of the State
Medical Council/Ethics and
Medical Registration Board
will have a permanent

tenure, fixed three-member
body (constituted by election by the Commission
from amongst its members)
that will function as the disciplinary authority for the
purpose of professional
misconduct by registered
medical practitioners under
the Code/Regulation.
The enquiry committee
will have to be appointed by
the unanimous consent of
the members of the
Disciplinary Board of the
State
Medical
Council/Ethics and Medical
Registration Board as the
case may be. The appointment of the members of the
enquiry committee, however, will differ from case to
case depending on the field
of medicine that the delinquent officer is associated
with.Any complaint made to
the
State
Medical
Council/Ethics and Medical
Registration Board shall be
disposed of within a period
of six months .
For the purpose of giving
enough and extensive powers to the enquiry committee, inspiration may be
drawn from Section 42 of
the Advocates Act, 1961
where the disciplinary committee of the Bar Council is
given extensive powers with
respect
to
conducting
enquiry, recording of evidence et cetera. The code of
ethics which presently mentions under Regulation 1.3
that medical documents
and records to be preserved
for a period of three years
can be extended for a period of 10 years as the entire
records can be digitalised
and the same may be
required for dealing with
complaints. A period of limitation for filing a complaint
against a medical practitioner can be loosely fixed
by the Council while giving
liberty to the disciplinary
board to relax the same, if
the case so deserves, the
court said.

'Need to accelerate digital technology, AI to advance TB response'
NEW DELHI : There is a need
to accelerate development of
new diagnostics, vaccines
and drugs, use digital technology, Artificial Intelligence,
and other innovations to
advance
TB
response,
Minister of State for Health
Dr Bharti Pawar said on
Tuesday.
Addressing the inaugural
session of WHO South-East
Asia Region high-level meeting
for
Renewed
TB
Response, she said that the
area bears the highest burden of TB among all six
regions.
"It has been a major
source of fatalities for centuries and has now exceeded
HIV/AIDS and malaria as the
world's largest cause of
death from an infectious disease. Most of these deaths
occur among young adults in
the economically productive
age group of 15-45 years,

resulting in high economic
and social consequences. The
economic burden of TB alone
is huge in terms of lives,
money and workdays lost,"
she said.
Highlighting the impact of
Covid-19 on TB, Pawar said:
"The world has witnessed the
emergence of Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, which has
devastated human lives,
economies, and health systems. In just a few months,
the pandemic has reversed
years of progress made in the
fight against tuberculosis."
She also said that the pandemic has also led to a huge
set of learnings that would
help in TB elimination efforts.
The minister highlighted the
encouraging political committment that has translated
into increased domestic
resource allocation for TB
programmes, most notably in
India and Indonesia, with 43

per cent of the budget in
2020 coming from domestic
sources. TB case notifications
have declined by 20-40 per
cent and outreach activities
specifically
related
to
increased case finding, preventive treatment and psycho-social support have been
disrupted, she noted.
The "Call for Action" in
March 2017 has led to the
implementation of revamped
TB strategies within SouthEast Asia Region member
states towards ending TB.
This was reiterated at the
Delhi End-TB Summit of
March 2018, in the run-up to
the UN high-level meeting
(UNHLM) in September 2018,
she added.
The Minister also raised
concern over the fact that
despite significant progress,
the region as a whole, has
missed the 2020 milestones
of the End TB strategy.

South Asia's BBIN connectivity project will be key to
counter China's BRI influence: Report
MAHUA VENKATESH
NEW DELHI : As the world
gears up for a post Covid-19
phase, clamour for regional
economic cooperation and
integration among South
Asian countries especially the
Bangladesh Bhutan India
Nepal (BBIN) region is growing. In fact, South Asia is one
of the least integrated regions
in the world, causing mammoth economic losses to the
countries including India and
Bangladesh.
A recent study by the
Netherlands based European
Foundation for South Asian
Studies (EFSAS) said that
apart from decreasing the
collective economic bargaining power of the region, the
lack of regionalization has
led to geopolitical implications "as it allows for the
enhanced entry of extraregional actors and extraregional initiatives, most
notably in the context of
China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI)."
The study added that the
Chinese
infrastructure

investment through the BRI
and China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) responds to
this lack of integration and
the associated lack in regional connectivity.
"The BBIN project is a
game changer but what is
required now is a time-bound
implementation of the same,"
an insider told India
Narrative. The infrastructure
initiative will be critical for
India at a time when China is
expanding its military and

economic might through the
multi-billion infrastructure
BRI.
According to the World
Bank, which started a One
South Asia campaign just a
few months ago, the impact
of the "long term scars" emanating from the pandemic
could be felt even after economic recovery.
Recently, in a meeting,
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
AK Abdul Momen even raised
the issue with the outgoing

Nepalese Ambassador to
Dhaka Banshidhar Mishra.
"South Asia, as a region,
needs to be looked at holistically if the true growth potential is to be achieved," Bipul
Chatterjee,
Executive
Director, CUTS International
told India Narrative.
The World Bank also said
that intraregional trade now
stands at just one-third of its
potential with an estimated
gap of $23 billion annually. It
also said that an electricity
market of the BBIN countries
would save an estimated $17
billion in capital costs. And
improvements in transport
and logistics can reduce the
50 per cent higher cost for
container shipments in South
Asia compared to OECD
nations. "We need to move
fast on the BBIN initiative to
build better connectivity
especially in the post Covid
world, which will be a different era with a shift in geopolitics," Nazneen Ahmed Senior
Research Fellow, Bangladesh
Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) said earlier.

ZyCoV-D vaccine pricing close to being
finalised: Mandaviya
NEW DELHI : Ongoing discussions on pricing of children's vaccine ZyCoV-D are
in their last stage, and it will
be rolled out soon, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Tuesda.
The RNA-based vaccine,
meant for the age group of 12
to 18 besides adults, got the
Emergency
Use
Authorisation from the drug
regulator on August 20.
About the WHO's EUL
approval to India's indigenous vaccine Covaxin, he said
that the technical team of
global health body has
approved it, and the "other
committee is meeting today
which will decide on the

NSCN committed to tangible
solution, Naga
leaders clarify
NEW DELHI : Days after the
Isak-Muivah faction of the
National Social Council of
Nagalim (NSCN-IM) issued
two statements stating that
they were adamant on their
demand
for
separate
Constitution and flag, the
rebel outfit has issued a clarification now, saying that
their earlier statements were
misquoted by the media.
Issuing a clarification, the
rebel leaders said that they
along with the Central government have been serious
and committed to resolve the
issue through the Indo-Naga
political talks and they are
also willing to arrive at a tangible solution based on the
principle of Framework
Agreement signed in 2015.
The recent statements issued
by the rebel outfit were misquoted by the media and also
created confusion among
people, they added in a fresh
statement. "Despite differences on certain issues, it is
to put on record that the Gol
and the NSCN are serious
and committed to concretize
the Indo-Naga political talks
and arrive at a tangible solution based on the principle of
Framework Agreement", the
Naga rebel leaders said. The
principal Naga group issued
two separate statements on
October 15 and 23 reiterating that they would not be
carried away by the "post
solution narrative".

approval of the vaccine".
On the question on new
Covid variant AY 4.2,
Mandaviya said that at this
time, nothing can be said
about the severity of the variant. A team of the Indian
Council for Medical Research
and the National Centre for
Disease Control are investigating and analysing the different variants, he added,
Addressing a press conference here on recently
launched Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Health
Infrastructure Mission, he
said that the ongoing Covid
pandemic gave an opportunity to improve the health
infrastructure.

