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AT A GLANCE
BIRD FLU CONFIRMED IN
POULTRY BIRDS IN 9 STATES
NEW DELHI: Outbreaks of
avian influenza have been
confirmed in poultry birds
in nine states across the
country, and in crows,
migratory/wild birds from
12 states, the Union
Ministry of Animal
Husbandry informed on
Friday. In Rajasthan, avian
influenza, also known as
bird flu, has been confirmed in 17 districts of
Rajasthan. As many as
6,290 birds have been
found dead in the state
between December 25,
2020, and January 22,
2021, the state Animal
Husbandry Department
informed. In Punjab,
11,200 birds were culled at
the Alfa Poultry Farm in village Bhera in Derabassi,
Aashika Jain Additional
Deputy Commissioner
informed. About a hundred
men were engaged in the
operation who worked for
around eight hours to conduct the exercise. The
team began the job with
sedation of birds, followed
by culling via cervical dislocation. Thereafter the birds
were buried in deep pits
and covered with lime.

Over 2.2 lakh people vaccinated against COVID-19
on 7th day; total vaccinations cross 12.7 lakh
NEW DELHI: As many as
2,28,563 beneficiaries were
vaccinated against COVID-19
on Friday which was the seventh day of the countrywide
massive exercise. With this,
the total number of beneficiaries who received jab surpassed 12.7 lakh (12,72,097),
said Union Health Ministry.
A total of 6,230 sessions
were held on Friday for the
Pan-India vaccination drive.
So far 24,397 sessions have
been conducted for the drive.
"The cumulative number of
healthcare workers vaccinated against COVID19 has surpassed 12.7 lakh (12,72,097)
(till 6 pm today) through
24,397 sessions, as per the
provisional report," the ministry said in a release
"2,28,563 beneficiaries
were vaccinated till 6 pm
today through 6,230 sessions,
the seventh day of nationwide
COVID19 vaccination. Final
reports would be completed
for the day by late tonight," it
added.
According to the ministry,
267 cases of Adverse Effect

After Vaccination (AEFI) have
been reported till 6 pm on the
seventh day of the vaccination drive.
Billed as the world's
largest vaccination program,
covering the entire length
and breadth of the country,
the COVID-19 vaccination
drive which began on
January 16 aims to first vaccinate millions of its healthcare and frontline workers

and reach an estimated 3
crore people by the end of its
first phase.
Two vaccines--Covaxin
and
Covishield-have
received Emergency Use
Authorisation (EAU) after
going through established
safety and immunogenicity in
a well-prescribed regulatory
process and these will be
administered during the vaccination drive.

India reported 14,545
new COVID-19 cases, 18,002
discharges, and 163 deaths in
the last 24 hours, according
to
the
Union
Health
Ministry's data on Friday.
The country's caseload
reached 1,06,25,428, including 1,88,688 active cases and
1,02,83,708 recoveries. The
death toll due to COVID-19 in
the country mounted to
1,53,032.

Thackeray visits Serum Institute
after fire, loss pegged at Rs 1K cr
PUNE: Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Friday visited the Serum
Institute of India (SII) where a fire at its semiready Manjari complex claimed five lives
while inflicting an estimated loss of Rs 1,000
cr to the global vaccine giant.
Thackeray visited the SII facility that was
gutted on Thursday and also met the company Chairman Cyrus Poonawalla and his son
Adar.
"We have ordered a thorough probe...
There cannot be any conclusions till the full
investigations are complete and the report is
available. Then we will know whether it was
an accident or sabotage," he said.
The Chief Minister said that the
Poonawallas have repeatedly assured that
there would be no impact on the Covishield
vaccine production and rollout which will continue unhindered.
Adar Poonawala said: "The fire has damaged machinery that was being installed for
the RotaVirus and BCG Vaccine production
here... No actual vaccines are being manufactured here. The extent of the damage is
around Rs 1,000 crore."
The massive blaze ravaged three to four
floors of the upcoming facility in Manjari that
was scheduled to become operational within a
month or so.
The SII said there is no damage to any of
the production facilities of the Covishield vaccine that is currently being manufactured at
its other plant in Hinjewadi in the city.
The SII has already taken responsibility for
five labourers, including 3 migrants, who

were killed in the blaze by giving Rs 25 lakh,
plus other benefits as per norms, to each of
their kin and Thackeray said if anything more
was required to be done, the government
would consider it. He was accompanied by
Tourism Minister Aditya Thackeray,
Legislative Council's Deputy Chairperson
Neelam Gorhe, Pune MP Girish Bapat and
other top government and police officials.
The five victims included three migrants Ramashankar Harijan and Bipin Saroj from
Uttar Pradesh, Sushilkumar Pandey from
Bihar and two locals from Pune - Mahendra
Ingle and Pratik Pashte.
The Hadapsar police have registered an
accidental death due to burning case for the
five victims and the Pune Municipal
Corporation, Pune Metropolitan Region
Development Authority and Maharashtra
Industrial Development Corporation launched
simultaneous investigations into the fire.

If farmers have better proposal then
they can come to us, says government

NEW DELHI: A day after
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
rejected the Centre's proposal to put new farm laws on
hold for about 18 months, the
government told farmer
unions during the eleventh
round of talks on Friday that
they can come it "if they have
a better proposal".
"We gave a proposal to
farmers and if they have a
better proposal then they can
come to us," the government
is learnt to have told the
farmers during the meeting.
Surjeet Singh Phul, state
president of BKU Krantikari
(Punjab) said after the meeting that no date has been
fixed for the next round of

talks.
Rakesh
Tikait,
Spokesperson,
Bhartiya
Kisan Union, said the government offered to put the
implementation of the farm
laws on hold for two years
and said that the next round
of meeting can take place
only if farmer unions are
ready to accept the proposal.
The protesting farmer
unions had on Thursday
rejected the proposal to put
new farm laws on hold for
about 18 months and insisted
on their demand for the
repeal of the three laws.
A press release issued by
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
after a full general body
meeting on Thursday said

that "the proposal put forth
by the Government yesterday
was rejected".
The protesting farmer
unions and the governmentheld the 10th round of talks
on Wednesday.
Agriculture
Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar had
said after the talks that the
government had proposed
that implementation of farm
laws should be kept on hold
for a period of one to oneand-a-half years.
He had said that representatives of farmers' unions
and the government can discuss all issues related to the
farmers' agitation during the
period so that an appropriate
solution can be found.
Farmers
have
been
protesting on the different
borders of the national capital since November 26
against the three newly
enacted farm laws - Farmers'
Produce
Trade
and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020; the
Farmers Empowerment and

Glimpses of cultural programs presented by artists from different states participating in the Republic Day Parade 2021, at the Press
preview of Tableaux in New Delhi on Friday.
(ANI Photo)

India supplies COVID-19 vaccines to neighbours,
no request from Pakistan
NEW DELHI: India is supplying COVID-19 vaccines being
manufactured in the country
to neighbouring countries
including Bhutan, Maldives,
Nepal,
Myanmar
and
Bangladesh but has not
received any request from
Pakistan.
Addressing the weekly
media briefing, Ministry of
External
Affairs
Spokesperson
Anurag
Srivastava said there is an
interest in accessing vaccines
from India, which is the global hub of vaccine production.

He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had stated
that India's vaccine production and delivery capacity will
be used for the benefit of all
humanity to fight the COVID19 pandemic.
"As we announced on
January 19, our grant assistance of vaccines to the
neighbouring countries commenced on January 20. On
the first day, 1.5 lakh doses of
vaccines were supplied to
Bhutan and one lakh doses to
the Maldives as grant assistance," said.

"Yesterday, supplies of 10
lakh doses to Nepal and 20
lakh doses to Bangladesh
were undertaken. Today, con-

signments of 15 lakh doses
for Myanmar, one lakh doses
to Mauritius and 50,000
doses to Seychelles are being

Air Quality Commission to set up AI-based
system to improve Delhi’s air quality
NEW DELHI: The
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) in
Delhi-NCR and adjoining
areas has roped in India's
top technical institutions to
set up a decision support
system, which will use
Artificial Intelligence to help
improve the air quality over
targeted sectors of the city.
The Commission for Air
Quality Management has
begun the process of setting

up a Decision Support
System (DSS) having a web,
Geographical Information
System and multi-modal
based operational and planning decision support tool.
This tool will help in capturing the static and dynamic features of the emissions
from various sources. It will
have an integrated framework to handle both primary
and secondary pollutants
using chemical transport
model. The system will also
be able to handle the
"source specific interventions" with the framework to
estimate benefits of interventions and will focus on
presenting the best results
in a comprehensive user
friendly and simple format
for different users. The
Commission has entrusted
the task to IMD Delhi, IITM
Pune, IIT Delhi, National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI),
The Energy and Resources

Institute (TERI) and Centre
for Development of
Advanced Computing for
framework development of
Air Quality Management
Decision Support System for
Delhi. The Air Quality
Management Decision
Support Tool (DST) integrates an emissions inventory development application
and database; regional,
local and source-receptor
modelling; and
Geographical Information
System (GIS) based visualization tools in a software
framework so as to build a
robust system to formulate
and implement source specific interventions to
improve the air quality. The
sources covered will include
industries, transport, power
plants, residential, DG sets,
road dust, agricultural burning, refuse burning, construction dust, ammonia,
volatile organic compounds,
landfill etc. For instance,

municipalities, industrial
associations, industrial
development authorities etc.
would be the stake holders
for identifying interventions
related to waste burning,
industrial source pollution,
respectively. Upon identification of feasible interventions, the artificial intelligence based expert system
which has a hierarchical
data base of simulated scenarios, potentially assessing
the impact of the identified
feasible intervention which
would be implemented by the
regulatory organization such
as CPCB and state PCBs. The
on-field implementation is
monitored by credible citizen
watch groups and professional NGOs independently.
Finally, air quality data collected in the vicinity of the
area where intervention is
implemented will be analyzed to understand the realworld benefits of such intervention.

airlifted," he added.
Srivastava said supplies
as grant assistance to Sri
Lanka and Afghanistan will
be undertaken after receiving
confirmation of regulatory
clearances from these two
countries.
Contractual supplies are
also being undertaken to
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Brazil, Morocco, Bangladesh
and Myanmar, he said.
"I am not aware of any
request for the supply of
Indian made vaccines to
Pakistan on a G2G basis or

commercial
basis,"
Srivastava said answering a
query.
He said keeping in view
the domestic requirements of
the phased rollout, India will
continue to supply COVID-19
vaccines to partner countries
over the coming weeks and
months in a phased manner.
The spokesperson said it
will be ensured that domestic
manufacturers will have adequate stocks to meet domestic requirements while supplying abroad.
India has given emer-

gency use authorisation to
two COVID-19 vaccines
Covishield and Covaxin.
Covishield is being manufactured by Serum Institute of
India. Covaxin is an indigenous vaccine manufactured
by Bharat Biotech.

