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PUNJAB TO
START
COVAXIN'S
PHASE-3 TRIALS
CHANDIGARH: Punjab's
three Government Medical
Colleges will participate in
the Phase-3 trials of Bharat
Biotech Ltd's Covaxin, the
first indigenously-developed
vaccine candidate against
coronavirus, in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), an
official said on Tuesday. The
trials are scheduled to commence from October 15.
This was disclosed by a government spokesperson fter a
virtual Covid review meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh. The Chief
Minister has directed the
Medical Education and
Research Department to
ensure full care and strict
adherence to all precautions
to be taken during the trials,
for which the consent of the
participants will be mandatory. He issued stern directions to also ensure that
poor persons are not pulled
into the trials without consent, knowledge and understanding of the possible
repercussions and dangers.
Bharat Biotech Ltd, which
had approached the state
government a few days
back, has announced Rs 75
lakh insurance cover for the
participants in case of any
adverse event or effects or
death. The possible side
effects of the vaccine could
include fever, pain at the
site of the intramuscular .

Efficacy of COVID vaccine may
land between 50-100%: ICMR
NEW DELHI: The Indian
Council
of
Medical
Research (ICMR) said that
the efficacy of the COVID19 vaccine in India is likely to remain between 50 to
100 per cent, however,
they are trying for 100 per
cent efficiency.
"We are aiming for 100
per cent efficacy but may
land between 50 to 100
per cent. However, it still
would be an effective vaccine against the virus,"
ICMR Director General Dr
Balram Bhargava said
while speaking to media
during a press briefing of
Ministry of Health and
Family
Welfare
on
Tuesday.
Bhargava added that as
per the World Health
Organisation (WHO), a
vaccine having above 50
per cent efficacy is acceptable for administration.
"100 per cent efficacy is
not achieved in vaccines
for respiratory viruses,"
he said.
The Drugs Controller
General of India released
draft guidelines for Covid19 vaccine on Monday. The
39-page document lists several safety protocols that
companies have to follow,

including developing adaptive trial designs.
As per the guidelines,
the vaccine that will go for

approval must elicit superior immune responses compared to no vaccination
against Covid-19. An indi-

vidual who gets the vaccine
should be protected from
re-infection for at least a
year.

Besides, the regulatory
approval for the vaccines
will come through only if
companies demonstrate 50
per cent efficacy in the primary endpoint or more
than 30 per cent efficacy in
the secondary endpoints.
This means a vaccine has to
either prevent or decrease
the severity of the disease in
at least 50 per cent of people vaccinated.
"To ensure that a widely
deployed Covid-19 vaccine
is effective, the primary efficacy endpoint point estimate for a placebo-controlled efficacy trial should
be at least 50 per cent, and
the statistical success criterion should be that the
lower bound of the appropriately
alpha-adjusted
confidence interval around
the primary efficacy endpoint point estimate is
(greater than) 30 per cent,"
the guidelines stated.
Meanwhile, the regulatory body also clarified in
the guidelines that persons
who have been infected
with the SARS-CoV-2 virus
in the past should be included in vaccine testing, as
long as they do not have
acute Covid-19 or other
acute infectious illnesses.

India has highest recoveries in
world, says Union Health Ministry
NEW DELHI: India has
reported the highest rate of
COVID-19 recoveries in the
world, which has crossed 80
per cent-mark, said Union
Health Ministry here on
Tuesday.
Addressing the Health
Ministry press briefing on
the COVID-19 situation,
Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary,
Union Health Ministry said,
"We get swayed by the narrative that India has over 50
lakh cases, but we forget that
nearly 45 lakh people have
already recovered. India has
the highest recoveries, 44.9
lakhs in the world. India contributes 17.7 per cent share
in the total COVID-19 cases
(globally). However, in terms
of recovered cases, India
shares 19.5 per cent of the
total recovered cases (globally)." Bhushan further stated
that India's recovery rate is
over 80 per cent. Over one
lakh recoveries have been
registered in the last 24
hours. "We have conducted
6.5 crore tests while 12 lakh
tests were conducted on a
single day."
"One of the major reasons
for these developments is
that India was able to detect
the COVID-19 before, early
isolation and seamless hospitalisation. All this has been
made possible because of an
exponential increase in
COVID-19 testing infrastructure in the country," said
Bhushan.
"Around one crore tests
were conducted till July 7 in

the country. The journey
between one crore tests to
three crore tests took 27
days. During this, the number of labs was increased
from 1,100 to 1,300. Till
September 8, India had conducted five crore tests
(cumulative figures). Today
we have 1,776 labs both in
the public and private sectors. This is a huge achievement," he added.
Bhushan stated that
COVID-19 testing in Punjab
needs to be increased.
"We have to chase the
virus. The facility of beds
availability needs to be put in
the public domain. Instill
confidence in people. New
cases are being reported
from a few states. We have
sent our central teams to
such places. PM will also
keep a watch on it," he said.
Speaking about the oxygen availability, Bhushan
added, "There is no hindrance in the transportation
of oxygen movement (interstate and intra-state both).
Oxygen tanker can move
during day time within city
limits.
Interministerial
Control Group has been created to monitor oxygen facility in real-time."
"States have to create a
control room for oxygen
facility. Micro-level management at the hospital level has
to be looked after. What is
the projected demand for
oxygen, further plannings
also have to be checked," he
added.

India successfully flighttests indigenous target
HC stays Delhi govt order to
reserve 80% ICU beds in big private drone Abhyas
hospitals for COVID patients
Workers laminating the marble Dayna bench at inside Taj Mahal's photoshoot point, in Agra on Tuesday.
(ANI Photo)

NEW DELHI : The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday stayed till
the next date of hearing the
Delhi government order
instructing a group of big private hospitals in the national
capital to reserve 80 per cent
of their ICU beds exclusively
for COVID-19 patients.
A single-judge bench of
Justice Navin Chawla sought
the response of the respondents and slated the matter
for further hearing on
October 16. The plea, filed by
the Association of Healthcare
Providers India through
advocates Sanyam Khetarpal
and Narita Yadav, said the
order has been passed in an
arbitrary, unfair, and illegal
manner without realising the
difficulties that may be faced
by private hospitals and
nursing homes.
Moreover, the plea said
that no consideration has
been given to the fact that
non-COVID patients may suffer fatal consequences owing
to their prolonged or sudden
illness and due to the nonavailability of ICU/HDU beds
they may not be able to
endure the disease.
Senior
advocate

Maninder Singh, appearing
for the petitioner, submitted
that the order has been
passed without application of
mind as despite noting the
fact that majority of ICU/HDU
beds in private hospitals are
fully occupied.
"Order directed reservation of 80 per cent of beds in
ICU/HDU for COVID patients
thereby jeopardizing both
the health and life of nonCOVID patients on the one
hand and the effective functioning of healthcare facilities on the other," the plea
said.
It said that the order has

been issued without any
prior discussions with private hospitals to understand
the current demand-supply
situation of critical care
beds.
"The order is exposing
non-COVID patients to the
risk of COVID. Ignoring the
needs of other sicker patients
requiring critical care and
ICU management at these
tertiary care facilities is a
gross injustice. Critically ill
patients in Delhi are denied
access to the requisite level
of intensive medical treatment in ICUS/HDUS as
required and constitutionally

guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution of India,"
it added.
The plea said that in
Haryana,
the
District
Magistrate of Gurugram has
through an order dated
September 14 directed reservation of only a minimum of
35 per cent of bed capacity in
all public and private hospitals for treatment of COVID
cases. It mentioned that private hospitals routinely get
patients with heart attacks,
grievous injuries, acute pulmonary disorders, complex
fractures, and even other
conditions like cancer, transplant and cardiac patients
which require urgent interventions and critical care.
"Reserving 80 per cent
beds in the ICUs will deny
urgent care to seriously ill
patients, requiring vital surgical interventions and critical care. These beds, which
may constitute 15 per cent to
20 per cent of overall ICU
bed capacity in some of the
hospitals, are not usable for
COVID patients since very
rarely does a COVID patient
of that age require critical
care," the plea said.

How ED attaches properties in
foreign countries
NEW DELHI: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday attached
properties to the tune of Rs
200 crore belonging to
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim's close aide late
Iqbal Mirchi and his family
members in the UAE in connection with a money laundering probe under different

sections of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).
Explaining how properties located outside the country can be attached by the
ED, a financial probe agency
official said that according to
Section 5 of PMLA, the
Director of the Enforcement
Directorate or any other offi-

cer (Deputy Director level
and above) authorised by
him can issue orders for
attachment of a property
that is suspected to have
been acquired with the proceeds of crime in a case of
scheduled offence.
He said the attachment
order is issued if the ED
Director feels that "such pro-

ceeds of crime are likely to
be concealed, transferred or
dealt with in any manner
which may result in frustrating any proceedings related
to confiscation of such proceeds of crime". The official
said the attachment order is
valid for 180 days. "And if it
is not confirmed by an EDappointed adjudicating.

NEW DELHI : India on
Tuesday successfully flight
tested Abhyas, a high-speed
target drone for practice of
weapon systems with realistic threat scenarios. For the
uninitiated, Abhyas is a highspeed drone that can be targeted by missiles during
weapon systems practice.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Tuesday that
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) has achieved a milestone with the successful
flight test of Abhyas - High
Speed Expandable Aerial
Target from Integrated Test
Range (ITR) at Balasore in
Odisha.
"This can be used as a
target for evaluation of various
Missile
systems.
Congratulations to DRDO and
other stakeholders for this
achievement," Singh said.
During the trials, two

demonstrator vehicles were
successfully test flown. The
vehicle can be used as target
for evaluation of various missile systems. Abhyas is
designed and developed by
Aeronautical Development
Establishment (ADE), DRDO.
The air vehicle is launched
using twin underslung booster. "It is powered by a small
gas turbine engine and has
an Inertial Navigation System
(INS) for navigation along
with the Flight Control
Computer for guidance.

