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Two doctors
removed,
allegedly over
Hathras case
ALIGARH
(UTTAR
PRADESH): The services of
two temporary casualty
medical officers (CMO) of
AMU's Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College (JNMC)
have reportedly been terminated, ostensibly over the
Hathras case.
One of the two doctors,
Mohammad
Azimuddin
Malik, alleged that his
"opinion" in the Hathras
case could be one of the
reasons for his removal.
"We had never given any
statement, but presented
our opinion as a doctor to
the media persons in
Hathras case and that could
be one of the reasons for my
removal from JNMC," Malik
said.
The government hospital, however, has denied the
charges.
Malik had contradicted
the Uttar Pradesh Police,
which alleged that there
was no sign of rape on the
body of the slain Dalit girl.
He had given a statement that the samples
taken for Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) examination 11 days after the
September 14 assault "held
no value".
This contradicted the
police, which cited the FSL
report, and said that there
was "no semen on the body,
so there was no rape".
The other CMO whose
services were terminated is
Obaid Imtiazul Haque. He
refused to comment on the
reasons for his removal.
The doctors were issued
an 'urgent letter' on
Tuesday asking them "Not
to perform any further
duties in the medical college". The reason for their
removal was not given in
the letter issued by hospital
in-charge SAH Zaidi.
Malik said that he was
appointed against 'leave
vacancy'. "We passed the
post graduate exam this
year and were invited to
join here as several doctors
were infected with Covid19. And now they do not
want us to continue," he
said. Malik also said that he
has given a memorandum
to the vice chancellor in this
regard.
The
Resident
Doctors Association (RDA)
president
Mohammad
Hamza Malik has threatened to go on strike if the
termination of the two doctors is not revoked. AMU
spokesperson,
Shafey
Kidwai, said there was no
connection between the termination of the doctors and
the Hathras case. "The doctors had sent a proposal for
extension.

Active COVID-19 cases below 7.5 lakh mark
for second successive day: Health Ministry
NEW DELHI: India has sustained its trend of maintaining the active cases below the
7.5 lakh mark for the second
successive
day
on
Wednesday, according to the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
In the last 24 hours, the
country
has
registered
61,775 recoveries whereas
the new confirmed cases are
only 54,044. This is when
10,83,608 tests have been
conducted in the last 24
hours. Contributing to this,
14 states/Union Territories
have achieved Case Fatality
Rate (CFR) of less than 1 per
cent while the National Case
Fatality Rate has fallen to
1.51 per cent today, said the
Ministry.
The Centre has advised
States/UTs to aim at bringing

down the CFR to below 1 per
cent.
Presently, India's total
recoveries
stand
at
67,95,103. The higher number of single-day recoveries
has resulted in a continuous

increase in the national
recovery rate, which is at
88.81 per cent, the Ministry
added.
Of which, 77 per cent of
the new recovered cases are
observed to be concentrated

in 10 States/UTs. Karnataka
outnumbered Maharashtra
in new recovered cases with
more than 8,500 new recoveries. Maharashtra and
Kerala both contribute more
than 7,000 to the new recoveries.
And of newly reported
cases, 78 per cent are concentrated in ten States/UT.
Maharashtra
contributed
more than 8,000 to the new
cases. Karnataka and Kerala,
both contributed over 6,000.
In the last 24 hours, 717
deaths have been registered
and 82 per cent of which
were reported from 10 states
and UTs.
Based on Tuesday's data,
29 per cent of deaths reported were from Maharashtra
with 213 deaths followed by
Karnataka with 66 deaths.

Police personnel pay tribute to the martyrs on the Police Commemoration Day, in Chandigarh on
Wednesday.
(ANI Photo)

Focus on police modernisation to
meet new challenges: Amit Shah
NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday said the Central
government has begun a
police modernisation programme to prepare the police
and paramilitary forces to
effectively deal with challenges like border security,
terrorism and cyber crime.
The Minister said "we
want to add technology"
despite the outstanding performance of the Border
Security Force and the IndoTibetan Border Police in
guarding India's borders with
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
China.
Shah made the remarks
while speaking on the occasion
of
Police
Commemoration Day at the
National Police Memorial in
Chanakyapuri area in the
national capital. The day is

observed to pay homage to 10
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel who were
killed in an ambush by
Chinese soldiers in 1959 in
Ladakh's Hot Spring area.
"The work of police is witnessing new challenges and
new dimensions in the areas
of terrorism, fake currency,
narcotics control, cyber
crime, arms smuggling,
human trafficking. It is a
challenge to prepare the
police forces for the new
dimensions
that
have
emerged in the last 2-3
decades," Shah said.
"We have prepared a
comprehensive modernisation programme for the
police and I am hopeful that
in the coming days the Modi
government will prepare
them to meet these challenges," he said.

Shah said the government
is bringing in new technology
to make the country's borders "impregnable" and
detailed preparations are
being made for this.
The Minister said that the
technology and promptness
of the troops will go hand-inhand and "we will be able to
better secure our borders".
Shah said that the government was "going to do many
things" so that the deficiency
in the availability of police
personnel per one lakh population is addressed.
The Home Minister lauded the efforts of police personnel in ensuring internal
and border security and
remembered the 35,398
police and Central Armed
Police Force (CAPF) personnel who have sacrificed their
lives in the line of duty,

Over-speeding caused
most road crashes, deaths
in 2019: Govt report
NEW DELHI: Over-speeding
led to maximum number of
road crashes and deaths in
India in 2019, revealed the
annual road accident report
of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways.
According to the report
released by the ministry's
Transport Research Wing,
1,51,113 people were killed,
and 4,51,361 persons were
injured in 4,49,002 road
crashes in India in 2019. The
country saw 1,230 road
crashes and 414 deaths every

day or 51 crashes and 17
deaths every hour.
In a cause-wise split,
maximum number of road
crashes and deaths were
caused by over-speeding,
which accounted for 67.3 per
cent or 1,01,699 deaths, 71
per cent of crashes and 72.4
per cent of injuries.
The number of pedestrians killed in road crashes
increased from 22,656 in
2018, to 25,858 in 2019 i.e.,
increase of about 14.13 per
cent. Together, two wheelers
and pedestrians accounted
for 54 per cent of the accident related killings and are
the most vulnerable category,
keeping in line with global
trends.
Gender wise, 1,29,319 (86
per cent) males and 21,794
(14 per cent) females lost
their lives to road crashes in
2019. The non-use of helmets
caused 44,666 (approx 30
per cent) deaths and non-use

of seat belts caused 20,885
(14 per cent) deaths in 2019.
Overloaded
vehicles
accounted for about 10 per
cent deaths and 8 per cent of
total crashes. About 69,621
(15.5 per cent) cases were
registered as 'Hit and Run'
which caused 29,354 deaths
(19.4 per cent) and 61,751
injuries (13.7 per cent).
Compared to 2018, hit and
run cases increased by 1.5
per cent and deaths due to hit
and run increased by 0.5 per
cent.
Driving without a valid
license or with a learners
license accounted for 15 per
cent of total crashes. There
was a 6.2 per cent increase in
road crash deaths due to potholes, with 2,140 deaths in
2019. Vehicles, more than 10
years, accounted for 41 per
cent of accident related
deaths. The share of the
number of persons killed in
urban and rural areas.

including 264 who made the
supreme sacrifice in the past
one year.
Shah also remembered
the 343 personnel who were
killed due to COVID-19 and
said they had continued to
perform their duty to help
people and donate blood and
plasma.
He added "many changes"
will soon be visible in the context of police housing and
training and that his ministry
was working on these issues.
A ceremonial guard of
honour by a joint squad of the
CAPFs was presented during
the event that was also
attended by Minister of State
for Home G Kishan Reddy,
Union Home secretary Ajay
Bhalla, Director of the
Intelligence Bureau Arvind
Kumar and chiefs of various
CAPFs.

AIR QUALITY
REMAINS IN POOR
CATEGORY IN DELHI

Khadi launches footwear range,
eyes Rs 1,000 cr share in market

NEW DELHI: Delhi's pollution level worsened on
Wednesday with the air
quality index falling to 268
from 223 on the previous
day but remained in the
poor category, a government agency said. According
to the Central Pollution
Control Board, Delhi's air
quality index (AQI) was
recorded at 268 on
Wednesday morning. An AQI
between zero and 50 is considered 'good', 51 and 100
'satisfactory', 101 and 200
'moderate', 201 and 300
'poor', 301 and 400 'very
poor', and 401 and 500
'severe'. The Ministry of
Earth Sciences' air quality
monitor, SAFAR, stated the
share of stubble burning in
Delhi's PM2.5 pollution stood
at 15 per cent on
Wednesday. It is forecasted
that the air quality will
remain in marginally Very
Poor category tomorrow and
in marginally Very Poor to
higher end of poor for
October 23. The SAFAR synergised stubble burning fire
counts around Haryana,
Punjab and neighbouring
regions stand at 849 for
yesterday (Tuesday). The
SAFAR model estimate of
stubble burning share in
PM2.5 is 15 per cent for
today, it said. The city
recorded a 24-hour average
air quality index (AQI) of
223 on Tuesday. It was 244
on Monday and 254 on
Sunday. The farm fire count
around Haryana, Punjab and
nearby region across the
International Border was
1017 on Monday, it said.
The Delhi government has
also kick-started its 'Red
Light On, Gaadi Off' antipollution campaign for which
it has deployed 2,500 environment marshals at 100
traffic signals across the city
to generate awareness and
curb vehicular pollution. The
drive will go on till
November 15 from 8 am to
8 pm. It is an awareness
drive by the Delhi government and no person will be
challaned, the government
has said.

NEW DELHI: Eyeing on the
Rs 50,000 crore footwear
market in India, Khadi
Village
Industries
Corporation
(KVIC)
on
Wednesday launched a range
of footwear for men and
women made of Khadi fabric
and said that it plans to tap
the Rs 1,000 crore market in
the first year.
The first ever KVIC
footwear range was launched

RAHUL ACCUSES PM MODI OF
SILENCE ON BORDER ROW
WITH CHINA
WAYANAD (KERALA):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of "maintaining silence" over transgressions by China in eastern
Ladakh and claimed that
China has occupied 1,200
km of Indian territory.
Gandhi, who was interacting
with the media in his parliamentary constituency,
alleged the NDA government
did not want the attention of
people to go to the tensions
caused by China on the border. "Have you heard the
Prime Minister talking about
China in the past couple of
months? Why do you think
he is not saying the word
China? It is because he
doesn't want to take the
attention of the people of
the country to the fact that
Chinese have occupied our
land. Chinese have occupied
1,200 square Kilometers of
our territory," Gandhi said.

by MSME Minister Nitin
Gadkari, Minister of State for
MSME Pratap Sarangi and
KVIC
Chairman
Vinai
Saxena. Speaking at the
launch of the Khadi footwear,
Gadkari said, "Global market
share of footwear is worth Rs
1.45 lakh crore. And with the
new range of Khadi footwear,
it will generate immense
demand for the Khadi
footwear ".

