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HYDERABAD : Hyderabad's
popular annual trade fair
'Numaish',
which
was
abruptly shut down a day
after
inauguration
on
January 6 due to surge in
Covid-19 cases, is likely to be
reopened later this month.
With health authorities
declaring that the third
phase of the pandemic is
over in the state, All India
Industrial Exhibition Society,
the organisers of the annual
event, are planning to
resume 'Numaish' from
February 20-25.
As Covid curbs have been
lifted in the state, the organisers have made a request to
police and other authorities
to grant permission for conducting the fair for one
month.
A meeting of the society
attended by some government officials was held on
Wednesday to discuss the
proposal. According to a
member of the society, various
departments
have
responded positively. The
organisers are said to be
waiting for final nod from
police.
After receiving the permission from all departments concerned, the society
will invite traders to again
set up their stalls.
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NEW DELHI : India's first
homegrown Messenger RNA
(mRNA) Covid19 vaccine,
being developed by Punebased
Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals, is currently under final clinical trials, NITI Aayog's Member,
Health, Dr V.K. Paul, said on
Thursday.
Briefing the media, he
said that they are hopeful
that they will be able to use

this vaccine soon.
"We need mRNA platform
because it has shown that
vaccines developed on this
platform, at least for Covid19, have been effective
worldwide,"
said
Paul,
adding that beyond Covid,
this platform will continue to
be important as an option for
future for other diseases also
for which vaccines have been
elusive. He termed it as an

great development.
Indian Council of Medical
Research Director General,
Dr Balram Bhargava, said
that this is another vaccine
which really establishes that
India is heading towards
becoming a vaccine superpower.
"Because large parts of
the population are vaccinated, we are not seeing the disastrous third Covid surge in

terms of hospitalisations and
mortality," he said.
About the ongoing pandemic situation, Dr Paul said
that the world had learned a
great deal about pandemic
and the virus, but doesn't
know everything.
The world should remain
united to fight this virus and
should continue to use the
tools that are at our disposal,
he added.
"Some states including
Kerala, Mizoram, Himachal
Pradesh are still reporting a
large number of cases. We
cannot lower our guard," he
said

Rajnath awards Defence Estates personnel
for survey of 17.78L acres of land
NEW DELHI : For the first
time post Independence, the
Defence Ministry successfully
carried out survey of 17.78
lakh acres of defence land
using modern technologies.
Lauding the achievement,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has honoured 11 officers and 24 personnel of 38
Defence Estates Offices and
four
Assistant
Defence
Estates Offices.
Singh awarded the personnel of Defence Estates
here on Thursday for their
contribution in the successful
completion of survey.
As per the records maintained by the Defence Estates
Office, the Ministry of
Defence owns about 17.99
lakh acres of land, of which
1.61 lakh acres of land is
located within 62 notified
cantonments across the
country.
About 16.38 lakh acres of
land is spread across many
pockets outside the cantonments. Out of 16.38 lakh
acres land, about 18,000
acres is either state hired
land or is proposed for dele-

tion from records on account
of transfer to other government departments.
The survey work of 17.78
lakh acres of land has been
completed which is a significant achievement, as for the
first time post independence
the entire defence land was
surveyed in coordination with
revenue authorities of various state governments using
the latest survey techniques.
Congratulating the award
winners, Singh commended
the Defence Estates personnel for completing the exercise in adverse weather conditions at uninhabited remote
places, amidst the threat of
Covid-19 pandemic.
He termed the survey as
historic and exuded confidence that the clear demarcation of defence land will
prove to be crucial for the
security and development of
these areas.
He added that the accuracy of the measurement of
land and the reliable records
born out of the survey will
save considerable amount of
energy, money and time that
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MUMBAI : Covid's ongoing
third wave has led to "some
loss of momentum in economic activity" which has
been reflected in high frequency indicators, Reserve
Bank
of
India
(RBI)
Shaktikanta Das said on
Thursday.
He also pointed out that
demand for contact-intensive
services is still muted.
In his policy statement
post the Monetary Policy
Committee's
bi-monthly
meeting, Das said: "The MPC
flagged the potential downside risks to economic activity from the highly contagious
Omicron
variant.
Reassuringly, the symptoms
have remained relatively
mild and the pace of infections is moderating as quickly as it surged.
"There is, however, some
loss of momentum in economic activity as reflected in
high frequency indicators
such as purchasing managers' indices for both manufacturing and services, finished steel consumption and
sales of tractors, two-wheelers and passenger vehicles."
Going forward, he said

that positive impulses for
quickening the pace of recovery emanate from buoyant
'Rabi' prospects, robust
export demand, accommodative monetary and liquidity
conditions, improving credit
offtake, and the continued
push on capital expenditure
and infrastructure in the
Union Budget 2022-23.
Furthermore, Das said
that India's GDP is expected
to grow at 7.8 per cent in
FY2022-23.
Accordingly, the real GDP
growth is projected at 17.2
per cent in Q1FY23, at 7 per
cent in Q2, at 4.3 per cent in
Q3 and Q4 at 4.5 per cent.
"In India, real GDP
growth at 9.2 per cent for
2021-22 takes it modestly
above the level of GDP in
2019-20. Private consumption, the mainstay of domestic demand, continues to
trail its pre-pandemic
level," he said.
"The persistent increase
in international commodity
prices, surge in volatility of
global financial markets
and global supply bottlenecks can exacerbate risks
to the outlook."
In addition, Das said that
going forward, the government's thrust on capital
expenditure and exports
are expected to enhance
productive capacity and
strengthen
aggregate
demand."This would also
crowd in private investment. The conducive financial conditions engendered
by the RBI's policy actions
will provide impetus to
investment activity."

goes into resolving land disputes.
Singh
lauded
the
Directorate
General
Defence Estates (DGDE) for
using drone imagery, satellite imagery and 3D modelling techniques in such a
survey for the first time,
which, he said, has made
the results even more accurate and reliable.
The survey used modern
survey techniques such as
Electronic Total Station and
Differential
Global
Positioning System. Drone
and satellite imagery based
surveys were also conducted to get accurate and timebound results.
He
underlined
the
importance of survey and
land records, describing it
as the basis of development
in any area, state or nation.
"In the last 200-300
years, the knowledge of
survey has played an
important role in the journeys of those who managed
to establish their dominance around the world.
Therefore, it is a matter of
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NEW DELHI : Director
General of Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) Dr
Balram
Bhargava
on
Thursday hailed the 96 per
cent nationwide COVID-19
vaccination coverage of the
first dose and said that India
is heading towards becoming
a vaccine super-power.
The Messenger RNA
(mRNA) vaccine is under
phase 3 of clinical trials in
India. This vaccine is expected to be of use in future for
the treatment of other diseases as well. Addressing a
press briefing, Dr Bhargava
said, "India is heading
towards becoming a vaccine
superpower. The fact is that
these vaccines are going to
be available for other diseases." "Because such a
large proportion of our population has been vaccinated,
we are not seeing such a disastrous third surge in terms
of hospitalisations and mortality that protection has
been provided by the
extreme 96 per cent vaccine
coverage first dose and that I
think is a major strength of
the nation," he added.
Highlighting the importance
of the mRNA vaccine, Dr V K
Paul, Member-Health, Niti
Aayog said, "We need the
mRNA platform because it's
the new platform. It has been
shown that vaccines developed on this platform, at
least for coronavirus, have
been effective worldwide."
"This platform of vaccine is
an asset today in wake of
COVID, Omicron.

great satisfaction and happiness that today our country is moving forward in the
field of land survey with
modern methods, which
will ensure protection of
defence land and cantonment areas," he said.
Singh highlighted the
important role played by
cantonment areas in the
socio-economic and cultural
development of the country.
"Today, when the government proposes an allocation of Rs 173 crore in its
budget for the construction
of boundaries on defence
land, it does not only mean
financial grant, it also symbolises our commitment to

save and develop the cantonment areas. In this context, this survey was
extremely important," he
added.

Covid infection rate declined
significantly: Health Ministry
NEW DELHI : The Union
Health Ministry on Thursday
said that the rate of Covid
infection spread has come
down significantly in last
some days. The country is
reporting below one lakh
Covid cases for last four days,
said Lav Agarwal, Joint
Secretary in the ministry.
"On January 24, the daily
positivity rate was recorded
at 20.75 per cent, which has
now decreased to 4.44 per
cent. It indicates that now the
rate of infection spread has
come down significantly,"
Agarwal said in a press briefing.
A total of 22,49,335 active
cases were reported on
January 24 which have been
reduced to 65 per cent at
7,90,789 currently.
Further analysing the
active cases status across the
states, he said that only four
states - Kerala, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Karnatakahave more than 50,000 active
Covid cases. Last week, there
were eight states reporting
over 50,000 covid cases, he
said.
Similarly, total 11 states
are currently reporting
between 10,000 to 50,000
cases. However, 21 states
have less than 10,000 active
cases.
Across all states including
Kerala and Maharashtra,
decreasing trends are being
reported in fresh covid cases
and positivity rate, he added.
The number of districts
reporting over 10 per cent
positivity rate has declined to
141 across the country.
Meanwhile, total 160 districts
are currently reporting 5 to
10 per cent Covid positivity
rate, Agrawal said.
The number of districts

reporting less than 5 per cent
of Covid positivity rate has
risen significantly to 433 in
India. The week ending on 19
January had only 211 such

districts reporting less than
five per cent of positivity rate,
the Joint Secretary elaborated India has administered
over 171.28 crores.

