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MUMBAI : With at least 20 new cases of Covid's Delta Plus
variant detected, the total number of patients in the state
infected by it has shot up to 65, health officials said on
Wednesday. Of the fresh cases, the maximum - seven - are
from Mumbai, followed by three from Pune, two each
from Palghar, Raigad, Nanded, and Gondia, and one each
from Akola and Chandrapur districts. Among the 65 total
cases detected in the state till date, the highest 13 are
from Jalgaon, 12 from Ratnagiri, 11 from Mumbai, six
each in Thane and Pune, three in Palghar, two each in
Raigad, Nanded, and Gondia, and one each from
Sindhudurg, Aurangabad, Kolhapur, Sangli, Beed,
Nandurbar, Akola, and Chandrapur. The patients include
33 women and 32 men, and a whopping 33 cases - or
nearly half - of those infected are in the 19-45 age group,
while 17 are 46-60 years and seven in above-60 age
group. As a precaution, the Health Department has started searching for the close contacts of these infectees on a
war footing, their travel history, vaccination status, recent
medical status and other relevant details to prevent more
infections, said the officials.
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LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday directed officials to consider a partial
relaxation in the weekend closure of shops and business
establishments as the pandemic situation has improved considerably in the state.
According to a government
spokesman, he has asked the
home department to present
detailed guidelines in this
regard. At present, markets,
shops and business establishments are allowed to open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. from
Monday to Friday, while Saturday and Sunday are the
weekly closure days. However, the chief minister now
wants partial relaxation in two-day weekly closure of
shops and markets. He has also directed officials to
ensure Covid protocols are followed everywhere and
there should not be any unnecessary congregation of people anywhere.
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NEW DELHI : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday said that the
country is witnessing a
strengthening of cooperation
between the government and
industry, which is propelling
economic growth.
He was addressing the
annual meeting of the
Confederation of Indian
Industry on the theme
'India@75: Government and
Business Working Together
for Aatmanirbhar Bharat' via
video conferencing. "All
friends and organisations in
the industry are a major part
of India's growth story. With
efforts of all of you, India's
economy is picking up pace
once again," said Modi.
He said the country is taking major leaps in ease of
doing business ranking and
foreign investments are flowing in.
"The New India is ready
and committed to growing
with the new world. India,
which was once apprehensive of foreign investment, is
today welcoming all types of
investments."

Modi said the country took
bold decisions and reforms
continued even during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
"During the pandemic, the

Kerala received 60 pc
more vaccine doses than
proposed: Centre

KOCHI : The Central
Government informed the
Kerala High Court on
Wednesday that the Centre
has provided the state with
60 per cent more vaccine
doses than the proposed allocation. The statement was
filed after the High Court
sought a reply from the Union

Government in a plea, filed
by petitioners KP Aravindan
and Dr Praveen G Pai, challenging the Liberalized
Pricing and Accelerated
National
Covid-19
Vaccination Strategy. The
Centre said, "It supplied adequate doses of COVID vaccines to Kerala under the

Govt rejects claims 8 Maha historical sites
on new SC branches figure on 'Fit India
Freedom Run 2.0'

NEW DELHI : The government has rejected claims that it
has decided to expand the "branches" of the Supreme
Court to three more locations. The Press Information
Bureau 'fact check' tweeted on Tuesday that the claim was
"fake". "A forwarded message is being shared on
WhatsApp claiming that the government has decided to
expand the branches of the Supreme Court of India to three
more locations.This claim is fake," the tweet said. It said
"no such decision" has been taken by the government. The
government has on multiple occasions informed
Parliament that the idea of opening a separate bench of the
apex court outside Delhi has not found favour with the
Supreme Court. In a written reply to a question in Lok
Sabha in September last year, the then Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad had said representations were received
from time to time from various quarters for setting up of
Supreme Court benches in various parts of the country.
"The Law Commission, in its 229th report, had also suggested that a Constitution Bench be set up at Delhi and four
cassation benches be set up in the northern region at Delhi,
the southern region at Chennai/Hyderabad, the eastern
region at Kolkata and the western region at Mumbai. "The
idea of a separate Bench of Supreme Court outside Delhi
has not found favour with the Supreme Court of India," he

MUMBAI : At least 8
renowned historical locations
in Maharashtra shall figure
on the much-anticipated 'Fit
India Freedom Run 2.0' as
part of the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, or the Platinum
anniversary
of
India's
Independence, officials said
on Wednesday.
Union Youth Affairs and
Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur will flag off the
nationwide
programmes
which will be held in 75 villages and 75 districts each
week till October 2, 2021,
covering all 744 districts in
the next six weeks.
In Maharashtra, the top
freedom movement related

sites to figure include
Mumbai's historic August
Kranti Maidan where the
Indian National Congress
organised its session and
Mahatma Gandhi gave the
clarion call to the British
rulers to 'Quit India' on
August 9, 1942.
Besides, there is the
famed Aga Khan Palace in
Pune,
the
Sevagram
Ashram in Wardha, the
Sitabuldi Fort in Nagpur,
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak's
birthplace
in
Ratnagiri, and places in
Akola,
Gondia,
and
Chandrapur.
Similar
Freedom Runs shall be held
in Ahmednagar.

���������������������������������
��������������������������
MUMBAI : The country's
apex hospitality body, the
Federation of Hotel &
Restaurant Associations of
India (FHRAI) has expressed
disappointment that a Rs
60,000
crore
package
announced in June by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has yet to be
notified by the Centre.
In a representation to
Sitharaman, the FHRAI has
sought her intervention to set
in motion the Rs 60,000 crore
sanctioned under the 'Loan
Guarantee Scheme' for
Covid-hit
sectors,
as
announced by her on June
28, said FHRAI Vice
President Gurbaxish Singh
Kohli.
"Over a month has passed
but it is not notified, neither
the operational guidelines
nor other details have been
revealed by the Finance
Ministry. However, a similar
scheme for the health sector

has already been notified and
necessary guidelines have
been announced," he said.
Kohli said the hospitality
sector is among the worst-hit
by the Covid-19 pandemic
and lockdowns, and the
severest restrictions and protocols have led to massive
losses piling up in the past 16
months.
The second wave has vir-

industry has stepped forward
to help in every way from
masks to oxygen. The industry has played an important
role in India's growth," he

tually destroyed the entire
hospitality eco-system which
would take years to recover
and hence it was imperative
for Sitharaman to immediately notify the Rs 60,000 crore
scheme with 100 per cent
government guarantee and
long-term
repayment
options.
"It can address the colossal damage suffered by the

tourism and hospitality sector. But the government's
negligence really compels us
to doubt the seriousness in its
approach towards the industry's hardships," Kohli rued.
Additionally, the industry
is concerned about members
complaining from different
parts of the country how
banks and financial institutions are not processing
applications for loans under
the ECLGS3.0 and for loan
restructuring.
"The banks and NBFCs
are taking advantage of the
ceiling limits of the RBI and
are not ready to extend any
concessions to the deeply
distressed MSMEs. They are
unmindful of the fact that
loans under ECLGS are fully
guaranteed by the Centre
and the banks/NBFCs lose
nothing if they provide
loans at concessional interest rates to the customers,"
Kohli said.

National
COVID-19
Vaccination
programme.
Vaccines were supplied to
States and Union Territories
on a proportional basis of the
eligible population, the
progress of vaccination, and
vaccine wastage."
Assistant Solicitor General
P Vijayakumar, appearing for
the Union Government, said
in the submission, "As per
the vaccine allocation for July
2021, the State was entitled
to the allocation of 39,02,580
vaccines doses. However, it
was supplied with 61,36,720
doses last month according to
the report. This is 60% more
than the proposed allocation
for the State"The Assistant
Solicitor General said, "The
Centre
has
provided
enhanced supplies to the
state in terms of vaccine.

said.
Modi urged businesses to
invest more and create more
jobs via Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan.
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NEW DELHI : Parliament on
Wednesday passed a bill to
provide greater private participation in the public sector
insurance companies.
The General Insurance
Business (Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill, 2021 was
passed by Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday amid vociferous
protests by the opposition
parties who demanded that
the bill should be referred to
a select committee of the
House. The bill had been
passed by Lok Sabha on
August 3. The bill was moved
for consideration and passing
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Protesting opposition members came to the
well of the House and some of
them were seen tearing
papers.

They accused the government of not following parliamentary norms and "bulldozing" the legislation.
The Insurance Business
(Nationalisation) Amendment
Bill was taken up after the
upper House unanimously
passed the constitution
amendment bill to enable
states to prepare their own
OBC lists.
The bill seeks to amend
General Insurance Business
(Nationalisation) Act, 1972 to
"provide for greater private
participation in the public
sector insurance companies".
It seeks to enhance insurance penetration and social
protection and "better secure
the interests of policyholders
and contribute to faster
growth of the economy".
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NEW DELHI : Minister of
State for Home Affairs,
Nityanad Rai, informed the
Lok Sabha on Tuesday that
two persons from outside
Jammu and Kashmir have
purchased two properties in
the Union Territory since the
abrogation of Article 370 that
granted special status to the
erstwhile state of J&K on
August 5, 2019.
According to a report submitted by the UT government, two persons from outside J&K have purchased two
properties in Jammu and
Kashmir since August 2019,
the minister said.
Responding to a question
as to "whether any hardship
or impediments are being
faced by the government and
people of other states while
buying properties in Jammu
and Kashmir", the minister
said that no such instance

has been reported to the UT
government so far. Earlier,
when Article 370 was in
effect, only the residents of
the state were permitted to
buy land and immovable
assets in J&K.
In October last year, the
Centre paved the way for
people from outside Jammu
and Kashmir to buy land in
the UT. In a gazette notification, the Central government omitted the phrase

"permanent resident of the
state" from Section 17 of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Development Act that deals
with disposal of land in the
UT. However, the amendment did not allow transfer
of agricultural land to nonagriculturists, except in a
few cases. On August 5,
2019, the Centre had abrogated the Articles 370 and
35-A and bifurcated the state
into two UTs -- Jammu.

